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WCA Exhibition at South Florida Museum 
continues until January 7, 2007 
 
January 14 - Arts Day -  Joan Peters - Pg 9 
 
January 31  – WCA Meeting–Carolyn Bloomer 
Program 
 
February 28  – WCA Meeting – Gwen Fryer Program 
 
March 11  - WCA Tea Party - Grace Landon 
 
March 26  – WCA Meeting – Mark Ormond Lecture  
 
March 29 to April 28  - Members Juried Spring 
Exhibition at ArtCenter Manatee. Prospectus - Pg 5 
 
March 31  – Reception for WCA Spring Exhibition at 
Art Center Manatee, Saturday 3-5 PM 
 
April 22 – Sunday 2 PM  End of Season Award Event 
with Installation of New Officers, Student Awards, and 
Lifetime Member Awards. 
 
Most board meetings and general membership 
meetings are held at Art Center Sarasota.  General 
membership meetings begin at 2:00 PM unless 
otherwise stated. 
 

 
PLEASE CONSULT THE WCA WEBSITE FREQUENTLY 

FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS, UPDATES, GENERAL 
INFORMATION, ARCHIVED NEWSLETTERS AND 

DIRECTIONS TO ALL EVENTS. 
 

Send newsletter info to Mary Lou Ringers 
(mlr3266@aol.com ) or 22373 Panther Loop, 

Bradenton FL 34202 by March 15 th for the next 
newsletter.  Email preferred! 

Snail Mail only for those with no internet. 
 

 
Disclaimer: It is not the responsibility of the editor to verify 

the accuracy of items sent by members for newsletter 
inclusion. Please call each venue to check date and time, 

especially for receiving of work. 
 

 ������ ��!��" : Barbara Schicitano 
 

Best Wishes for an art filled 
and healthy new year! 

 

WCA promises to be as busy as ever in 2007 with 
new Exhibitions, the monthly Lunch Bunch, and a 
Members Tea, just to name a few events.  Also, stay 
tuned for future details on a “High Tea” to take place 
at ArtCenter Manatee during our exhibition there in 
the spring. 
 

Our membership has grown since last year and we 
are pleased to welcome our fifteen new members ~ 
page 8.  
 

The Holiday party was so much fun with a fabulous 
number of members attending, including most new 
members.  Elections were not held since no one was 
running against the current Board so we remain in 
office until Spring 2008.  Maybe some of you will be 
ready to take over by then?  
 

I hope that you will make the most of your WCA 
membership by attending our events and participating 
in the exhibitions.  We are working on some exciting 
new venues for the future so keep your artwork fresh 
and new. 
 

If you want to order a name badge, please contact 
Mary Lou Ringers for details.  It’s a good idea to wear 
them at WCA, as well as other, art events and 
exhibitions. More on page 2. 
 

Another good idea that is becoming increasingly 
important to our organization is your member page on 
the WCA website.  We have gotten wonderful 
publicity from this valuable tool.  Contact Kim 
Northrop today for further information and her 
bargain, one time rate. 953-7791.  
 

I hope to see you ALL at the January program, details 
on next page.  Also at that time, the WCA handbook 
will be available for pick up as well as the postcard 
invitations for the Spring Exhibition. 
 

My best regards to you all. 
 

                                  Barbara  
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January 14 - ARTS DAY: Joan Peters will be the Chai rman of Arts Day.   Please see details in 
this newsletter (page 8) and contact Joan to volunteer to help on this important day for all of the Arts  

January 31 - 12 Noon - Executive Board Meeting  

2-4 PM General Membership Program - Art Center Sarasota 

Guest Speaker - Carolyn Bloomer. Carolyn has PHD in cultural anthropology. At the present time she is 
Coordinator of the Cultural Beliefs Curriculum in the Liberal Arts Program at Ringling School of Art and 
Design. Her lecture will be THE NEW CHINESE WOMAN: CALENDAR POSTERS IN 1930's SHANGHAI. 
She offers lots of information on Chinese culture and the integration of western illustration into Chinese 
imagery and will present a power point slide show. 

February 28 - 12 Noon -  Executive Board Meeting  

2-4 PM General Membership Program - Art Center Sarasota 

Member Gwen Fryer will present a slide show and lecture. "DRAWING OUT", A JOURNEY - Gwen will 
review her work, its influences and cultural design.  

March 11 - 3 PM - WCA Members Appreciation Tea Part y 

Grace Landon will host a tea party at her house on Siesta Key.  This is an opportunity to informally visit with 
old and new friends and enjoy the tea and crumpets.  Guests and potential members are invited.  RSVP to 
Grace at 349-7774 or e-mail her at grace@groupfo.com. (put WCA in the subject space) to let her know what 
baked goods you can bring. (don’t forget the scones and cucumber sandwiches).  More details pending. 

March 26- 12 Noon -  Executive Board Meeting  

2-4 PM General Membership Program - ArtCenter Sarasota 

Lecture - Mark Ormond 

March 29 to April 28  - Members Juried Spring Exhibition at ArtCenter Manat ee - Reception to 
Meet the WCA Artists is on Saturday, March 31 - 3-5 PM.  Prospectus is on the website. 

April 22 - 2 PM End of Season Award Event and Insta llation of New Officers  - Pinebrook Country 
Club, Venice. See details in this newsletter. 

 
LUNCH BUNCH RESUMES  - January 3 - Wednesday 11:00 AM - at the home of Judy Lyons Schneider 
Directions: Take University Parkway (Exit 213 on I-75) going East.  Pass the Lakewood Ranch Blvd. traffic 
light to a left hand turn into Edgewater Village.  Go left into Edgewater, go past the gate house, turn right at 
the stop sign on to Waterview Blvd., follow that road about 1/2 mile until you get to 8013 Waterview Blvd. 
(third house from the end on the right side of the street).  RSVP to JLSArtStudio@aol.com or by phone 907-
2907.  Brown Bag Lunch.  Drinks and dessert will be provided by the host.  Be sure to RSVP for access 
through guard gate.  Bring an unfinished piece of artwork for critique if you want or just come and enjoy! 
 

 
TIRED OF WEARING THOSE " HELLO, MY NAME IS" STICK O N NAME TAGS? 

ORDER YOUR WCA NAME TAGS NOW 
Magnetic - $15.75 or Pin Back - $12 

Mail your check made out to WCA to Mary Lou Ringers , 22373 Panther Loop, Bradenton FL 34202  
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END OF SEASON AWARD EVENT ~ APRIL 22 at 2 PM 
 

It’s a MUST to RSVP by April 14th to Suzanne Coogan 484-1452 
(You may have to dial 941 from certain areas)  

 
We have to know how many members will attend.   

 
Please attend! 

 
       BRING: Food  as follows …. 
  
          Last Names    K-R       Hot & Cold Appeti zers 
          Last Names    S-Z       Main Dishes 
          Last Names    A-J      Desserts  
 
 
DIRECTIONS TO PINEBROOK SOUTH CLUBHOUSE, FEATHERBED  LANE 
 
I-75 North or South take exit 195 
Coming from North turn right off exit Laurel road - Coming from South turn left off exit Laurel Road 
Exit and Go to light and turn left on Pinebrook Road. 
Go straight You will come to a light at Edmonston Road, go straight through. Keep going past golf course on your left. 
You will go over a little bridge and the next right is Pinebrook Way. 
Turn right.  Go a couple of blocks and turn right on Featherbed Lane. The Clubhouse is at the end of the street on the left. 
 
Rt 41 North 
Go to Venice Avenue. Splash will be on your left, a Shell Station on your right. Turn right on Venice Avenue. Continue per below. 
 
Rt 41 South 
Go to Venice Avenue, Splash will be on your right, CVS on your left. (The Shell Station will be across the street from CVS) Turn 
left on Venice Avenue. Continue on Venice Avenue   past a 7/11 on your left. The next light will be Pinebrook Rd (You will see a 
Walgreens across the street on your right) Turn left on to Pinebrook Rd. Go straight, past ball fields , tennis courts, and woods on 
your right. Look on the left for the second entrance to Pinebrook South. This is Pinebrook Way. Turn left and go straight for about 3 
blocks  take right on to Featherbed Lane. The Clubhouse is at the end of the street on the left. 
 
                        Sherren & Emily                                                                  Genevieve & Trish 

�
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Happy Grab-Bagging at the Holiday Party 
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�( )%)�)������$� (if it weren’t so important we wouldn’t keep repeat ing it) 

�
POSTCARDS:  The purpose in sending the postcard invitations for WCA exhibitions, and in coming to the 
reception even if our work is not included in a particular show, is to express support for our organization and all 
that we do.  Putting on an exhibition is a tremendous amount of work and naturally we hope to be included. but this 
doesn't always happen.  However, all of us who are members have to do our part to make the exhibitions 
successful.       Kathleen McDonald 
 
The WCA document “Exhibition Policies ” is on the website.  Please review and know it so as to avoid any 
adverse situations at Receiving.   
 
Remember that any artwork submitted must be completed in the last three (3) years and never shown in any 
WCA exhibition, juried or not. 
 
Be sure you have the following info available at receiving:  Year completed, measurements H X W. 
 
Check your matting and framing .  The Review crew is “very strict”.  Of course we want our artwork represented 
at its best! 
 
Carefully review each Prospectus.  Specifications c hange per venue .  For your convenience a new link and 
page has been added on the website for viewing and printing Prospectuses.  It can be found under ‘Info for 
Members’ and then from the left hand column of links ‘Prospectus’.  The file is posted in a PDF Adobe Reader file 
and a Word file. The Longboat Key Prospectus has been posted for a couple of months now.  We will continue to 
post information as soon as we have it.  (Snail mail will continue to those with no internet but please don’t request 
snail mail if you have internet and email). 
 
Pick up your work promptly .  Whether it is non included work or end of show pickup, your painting will not be 
stored if it is not picked up.  WCA cannot be responsible for any work left behind. 
 
A note about Adobe Reader.   Most computers come equipped with this program. However, if you don’t have it, it is a 
free download at http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.htm l  Please note that there are some other 
downloads checked that you may not want.  Simply uncheck those boxes so you will just download the Adobe Reader.  
Also some of you may not have the latest version.  Please update your version to 7.0. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of 
Our New 
Members 

at the 
Holiday Party 
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ArtCenter Manatee Prospectus 
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FROM BERNICE GAINES, RETREAT COORDINATOR  

 
The WCA 2006 Annual Retreat once again exceeded everyone’s expectations.  Many of the attendees, both 
“veterans” and “first-timers” expressed their enthusiasm over the total experience. 
 
Three workshops were offered: Sumi-e with Keiko Romerstein, Tapestry of Life (symbolic content with medium of 
choice) led by Madelaine Ginsberg, and self-portraits led by Elizabeth Van Riper. All workshops were optional yet 
almost everyone participated in each of them.   
 
The evenings were spent watching art-related films, working on your own projects and simply spending time with 
fellow artists.  
 
My sincerest thanks to my committee: Helene Hirmes, Rosalie Silver, Joan Bisser, Marge Bennett, Charlotte Lee 
and of course the presenters of the workshops. 
 
Munchies and liquid refreshments were available day and night (the only thing missing were the Chippendale’s). 
 
 

 
Friends 

 

Another year together 

Friendship and camaraderie 

A setting peaceful and serene 

Day Spring Diocese 

 

Canvas, paints and clay 

Artists create their mark 

Sharing wit and laughter 

From early morn till dark 

 

Cool autumn days 

A welcomed caress of fall 

Friends united 

Best gift of all 

 

by 

Just Glad (Elias) 

 
10.25.06 
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Back: Jamie Friedli-Elizabeth Van Riper-Deborah Seter-Judy Lyons Schneider-Grace Landon-Rosalie Silver-Joan Peters-Barbara Frey 
Center: Bernice Gaines-Jill Hoffman-Kowal-Helene Hirmes-Trudy Whitney-Ellie Merritt-Madelaine Ginsberg-Ginny Salerni-Reggie Gurland-

Betty Savenor-Joan Bisser-Joyce Novak-Marge Bennett-Barbara Schicitano     Front:  Nancy Gray-Melody Oxarart-Trish Robbins-
Marianthe Pastore-Charlotte Lee-Maggie Nevens-Kathleen McDonald-Barbara Albin-Glad Elias 

WCA RETREAT 2006 ~ a very happy group! 
 
 

���%������$�
�

REMINDER:  PLEASE LIMIT YOUR ANNOUNCEMENTS TO TWO T O  
50 WORDS OR LESS OF PERTINENT INFORMATION 

 
Kathleen McDonald, Mary Lou Ringers and Barbara Sch icitano  will have a three person show, titled "Gardens 
and Afar", during the months of December 2006 and January 2007 at the ComCenter at Lakewood Ranch.  The 
opening reception will be held on Thursday, December 14 from 5-7. 
 

Judy Kramer and Norine Zapata will be having a two-artist exhibit at the Katherine Butler Gallery in Towles 
Court.  The exhibit, "Urbanism", will run from January 10 through February 3 with the artists' reception and Towles 
Court Art Walk on January 19th from 6-19 PM.  "This two-artist exhibition brings us to the city through mixed 
media art and photography".  

Gail White  presently has work in the following juried shows: Garden State Watercolor Society Annual Juried 
Exhibition at the Montgomery Center of the Arts in Skillman, NJ; The New Jersey Water Color Society 64th 
Annual Open Juried Exhibition at the Monmouth Museum at Brookdale College, Lincroft, NJ; and The Guild of 
Creative Arts 14th Annual State Juried Show. Her newest work will be highlighted at an Anniversary Reception of 
the Thistledown Gallery, Spring Lake, NJ, later this month. Gail will continue teaching watercolor at the Art Center 
Sarasota (ACS) on her return to Florida. 

 
Julie Hanson  will be teaching the following classes starting in January. Plein air - Thursday mornings, 9 - 12  on 
location (call Julie at 923-1293). Wednesday mornings at Art Center Sarasota (call them 365-2032). Friday 
mornings at Manatee Art Center (call them at 746-2862). Tuesday mornings with a live model at ACEC (call them 
361-6590) Julie's specialty is color. Best mediums are oil, water-based oil, pastel and acrylic.  
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Julie Hanson  is pleased to announce that she has won acceptance into the prestigious American Juried Art 
Salon's 2006 Fall/Winter show. Two works of the artist were accepted, both in the Paintings division. They are 
“The Conversation” and “Two Cats on the Windowsill”.  The art can be viewed at www.naagd.com, the 
website of The National Association for Gallery Owners, Directors & Artists who co-hosted the show. The twice-a-
year competition attracts entries from throughout Europe and North America. Jurists are well known college and 
university art professors in the U.S. and Canada. 
  
B. Aline Blanchard  won a Second Place Award in the Venice Art Center's Little Wonders Show. 
 
Fran Henley  won Third Place in the Venice Art Center's Abstract Show. 
 
Helen Pfeifle  won First Place at the Englewood Art Center and a Merit Award at Venice Art Center. 
 
Jacqueline Vizzi  won a Merit Award in the Venice Art Center's Abstract Exhibit. 
 
Sue Turconi  was an invited speaker for the European Council of International Studies Annual Conference and 
Exhibition held in Nice, France in November.  Her topic was visual literacy (see ecis.org).  Sue will show her series 
"Road Trip" this February at Harmony Gallery West Coast Symphony in Sarasota and her political work in March 
at Manatee Community College South Campus. 
 
Here is your chance to enjoy learning the rudiments of painting with pastel..  This increasingly popular medium 
will be taught by Ruth Höök Colby  at the Venice Art Center starting January 17, 2007 on Wednesdays from 1 to 
3:30. Call the Venice Art Center at 485-7136 for more info.  
 
Lea Gitow, Judy Nadler, Trish Robbins, and Beverly Wood  will be participating in a collage exhibition, 
"Putting the Pieces Together",  at the Women's Resource Center, Sarasota, February 1 through March 28, 
Opening Reception Thursday, February 1, 5-7pm. 
 
Meg Pierce:  Solo show "Map, Maze and Mandala" October 4-30, 2006 at the Florida West Coast Symphony 
"Harmony Gallery" Sarasota. Meg is also a participating artisan in Art Center Sarasota "Tour of Artisans' Homes 
and Studios" February 2 & 3.  
 
Ellen G. Mason  is having a show at the Agora Gallery, 530 W 25Th Street, NYC, from January 26th to Febrauary 
15th 2007.The reception for the show, "Six Degrees of Abstraction", will be held on February 1, 2007 from 6-8pm. 
 
 

FROM ANITA WEXLER, MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
 
Hello new Members, 
 
We are pleased to welcome you, as a new member, to WCA. We are excited about your participation in our 
upcoming events and look forward to 2007 being another great year for our organization. For those of you who 
came to the Holiday party, I would like to thank you for participating and being part of our event.  
 
Please remember to check the website often for full information regarding exhibitions and events, newsletters, 
changes, updates, and general WCA info. Also, please consider a member page on our website and arrange to 
get one at the January meeting from Kim Northrop. The price to have your own page remains minimal and is a 
one-time charge. Web page arrangements are made directly with Kim 953-7791. 
 

Kathleen Miller Winder - Beverly Wood - Donna Bath - Meg Pierce - Roslyn Shindler  
Maryanne Bona-Huber - Kerry Lou Kirch - Emily Moxom  - Catherine Cyrus - Sherren Baughman �

Heide Dettmers  - Dorothea Wendlandt - Colette Alexander – Robin Bowm an 
 

Welcome Back to Miki Boni and Norma Compton  
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Art Center Manatee  746-2862  www.artcentermanatee. org 

Venice Art Center  485-7136  www.veniceartcenter.co m 

Art Center Sarasota   365-2032    www.artsarasota.o rg 

 

The Dancing Crane Gallery  – new gallery in Village of the Arts.  Visit Beverly at 1019 10th Ave.  941-744-
1333. Several WCA members are currently showing there and she is interested in meeting new artists. Join 
in the fun with art, music and food at the Friday Art Walks. January 5th Ribbon Cutting.  February 10th 
French Market and Mardi Gras party. 

 
Art Center Manatee “Snatch It!”  
This is our newest "FUN"draiser scheduled for Friday, February 23, 2007 at 6:30 PM. This event will be a 
vibrant evening featuring a frenzied dash to snatch fabulous packages of prizes and art off the walls in the 
galleries of the ArtCenter. Participants purchase tickets to earn the chance to be the first to pick from an 
extraordinary selection of art & events, such as a vacation or cruise. We are looking for volunteers to help 
with planning, decorations and gathering the art & prizes. 
 

The National League of American Pen Women  – Interested in membership?  National organization of 
artists, writers and composers.  Contact Kathleen McDonald, President Sarasota Chapter. 

 
 

ARTS DAY 
 
January 14, 2007 and we had our first planning meet ing at the retreat. Joan Peters is 
coordinating the event.   365-9960 
 

We are looking forward to an exceptional display of  WCA artwork that thousands of people will 
see on this one day which honors the visual and per forming arts. This is excellent exposure for 
WCA and for you.  
 

RECEIVING IS AT ART CENTER SARASOTA AT 10 AM ON SAT URDAY DECEMBER 9TH 
The procedure will be that you will drop off your e ntry at 10 AM and then pick it up promptly  at 12 
NOON.  
 

If your artwork is juried in to the event, you will  then keep it until the morning of Arts Day when 
you will bring it at 7:30 - 8 AM. You will be given  further instructions on the day of receiving. 
 

If accepted, you are required to volunteer for the day. In other words, if your artwork is juried in 
and on display, you must help during the day. Joan Peters will coordinate the time shifts and 
jobs that need to be done. Some of us will be there  all day!! We are sorry if you are not available 
on Jan 14th and your artwork cannot be included.   
 

The maximum size for work is 16 x 20 as space is ver y limited 
Entry fees for this day only: $10 for one piece / $ 15 for two / $20 for three  
Only Members working the event:   $5.00 for a max o f three shrink wrapped or in plastic 
envelopes for the print racks/bins  

 
We will have "ARTISTS CREATING ART" ongoing for the  entire day. Please contact Joan if you 

can be one of these artists so that a schedule can be prepared. 
�
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President   Barbara Schicitano 
   

Vice President   Sally Sloan 
  

Secretary   Trish Robbins 
    

Treasurer   Kathie Stewart  
 

Membership    Anita Wexler 
     

Exhibition Team  Kathleen McDonald, 
Trish Robbins, Judy Lyons Schneider, Bernice 
Gaines, Barbara Schicitano, Elizabeth Van Riper, 
Eleanor Merritt, Sally Sloan 

 

Social-Hospitality  Suzanne Coogan 
    Dorothy Von Rhee 
 

Newsletter Editor  Mary Lou Ringers 
 

Publicity-Public Relations Kim Northrop 
  

Programs   Nell Maha 
  

Arts Day   2007 – Joan Peters 
 
 

Retreat    Bernice Gaines 
  

Advisors to the President Judy Lyons Schneider 
    Eleanor Merritt 
 

Computer/Website  Kim Northrop 
  

Website Board Updates Joan Peters 
 

Lifetime Members  Sally Sloan 
  

Historian   Genevieve Perkins 
 

Student Awards  Elizabeth Van Riper 
 

Member Handbook  Mary Louise Ringers  

  
WOMEN CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS 
 

Women Contemporary Artists  is a strong regional 
organization of vibrant, professional and award winning women 
dynamically engaged in the visual fine arts.  Based in 
Southwest Florida, our goal is to provide visibility, 
encouragement, and inspiration to women artists.  Membership 
is available to women who want to actively participate in the 
functions of WCA. 
 

WCA originated in 1984 from the vision of 20 Charter Members 
committed to fostering recognition for women’s artistic 
accomplishments and contributions to the visual arts, and to 
promoting professional equality.  In 1985, that group was 
affiliated with the national organization "Women’s Caucus for 
Art".  In 1998, WCA separated from the national organization, 
and changed its name to "Women Contemporary Artists". 
 

WCA’s many activities include juried exhibitions and various 
programs scheduled for members and guests. We assemble 
once a year for our fall retreat and, in the spring, present 
scholarship awards to outstanding women students in the 
community who choose to continue their art education. 
 

Every effort is made to publicize and recognize the awards and 
achievements of our members and other women art 
professionals. 
 

New member applications complete with biographies, artwork 
photographs, digital images or slides and a head shot photo of 
the artist are reviewed by the Board once a year in November 
and new members are accepted as space allows, to form a 
group of no more than 200 members.   
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